
              FRANKLIN NEWS               
Volume 3 / Number 3          June/July 2026 

 FRANKLIN COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE 

HORSESHOE CRAB FESTIVAL WEEKEND & 5K 
  WHEN:  July 18 – 19 

 SATURDAY – ANNUAL TOWN-WIDE YARD SALE 

   Food Trucks at Community Center 4:30pm 

   Music – Rebel Daughter at 4:30 pm 

  and Chris Ross at 6:30 pm 

   Fire-A-Glow – Hot Dogs, Smore’s Kits, etc. 

   Other Events 

   Historical Society – BB Winnower Demo 
 SUNDAY – HORSESHOE CRAB 5K RACE & WALK 

   Sign up at RunSignUp on the Internet 

   Race/Walk starts at 8:00 am 

  Breakfast  7:30-10:00 am by Franklin Community  

    Food Table at Franklin Community Center 

  Possible Other Stuff on Sunday 

 

AUGUST IN TOWN 
  WHEN:  August 15-16 

 Saturday – Beans and Doggies at Methodist Church 

 Sunday – Breakfast at Franklin Fire Dept 

 

FALL HAR-FEST 
  WHEN:  September 12 

 Farmer’s Market at Community Center 

 

FAMILY FRIENDLY FRIGHT FEST & TRUNK OR 

TREAT 
  WHEN:  October 31 - Halloween 

 

SELECT BOARD 

If you have noticed that your street has the street sign 

missing, please let us know.  The same for STOP signs. 

 

Georges Pond Outlet Stream Crossing --  We are on 

schedule to have the stream crossing renovation done 

this September/October.  Currently it is anticipated to 

have the road closed for 1 to 2 weeks at the outlet.  We 

are hoping for the shorter.  Please Plan” for this event.  

The boat ramp will not be available during the 

construction.   

We are working towards having vehicle access through 

Cousins Road, filling the hole during the Outlet 

Closure.  Fire and Ambulance Services are critical. 

The Town of Franklin received a $200K grant from 

DOT to complete this project.  The project will restore 

the stream crossing to the natural out flow of the pond.  

It will enable the native fish to come back into the pond. 

 

REVALUATION - ASSESSOR 

The revaluation on-site work has been significantly 

completed.  We are anticipating the April 2026 

valuation to be the updated version (tax bill out in 

August).   

Any questions concerning your real estate tax bills, call 

Millard at 565-8806, our town certified assessor.   

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Meetings – second Thursday every month – 6:30 pm – 

unless the Planning Board needs the Thursday. 

June 11th, July 9th, and no August meeting. 

 

FRANKLIN PLANNING BOARD 

All meetings and workshops are open to the public. 

 

FRANKLIN TRANSFER STATION 

The Franklin Transfer Station is open Saturday 9-3 and 

Sunday 9-2.  We will be opening on Wednesdays 9-1 on 

June 3rd through September 30th. 

 

When Trash Bags are left while Transfer Station is 

closed is Trespassing and Theft of Services.  Please, do 

not be that person! 

Remember – Household waste only.  No tires, beds, etc.  

Everything must be bagged and tagged.  Thank you 

 

FRANKLIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Franklin Historical is very pleased to announce that 

we have two new levels of usable space at the East 

Franklin Schoolhouse that will soon be available for 

public use. 

The FHS annual newsletter will be out soon with more 

information.  We are looking for new members and 

invite the community to become involved with our 

upcoming projects both at the park and Hog Bay.  

Membership fees are $20 Annually. 

June 17, 7 pm  – Open House, New Members Welcome 

  and Maine and Franklin Trivia 

July 8, 7 pm  – Annual Meeting, Possible presentation  

  about Hancock County Jail 

August 12, 7 pm – Sullivan Singing Bridge  

  Presentation 

September 9, 7 pm – Cracker Barrel – Everyone is 

invited to talk about the Franklin they know or knew! 

 

Saturdays we will be open July 11th to August 29th from 

2-4 pm. 

 

FRANKLIN TOWN OFFICE 

Dog Licensing - We have received updates from Maine 

Animal Welfare with updated rabies vaccinations for 

dogs from Franklin.  Several of these dogs have not 

been licensed in Franklin yet.  Please come into the 

Town Office to license your dogs. 

 

Registrations - If you do not have your old registration, 

please give us your license plate number.  If the wrong 

registration gets registered, we are unable to refund you 

the registration fees.  We need to see your insurance ID 

card for the day you come in to register your vehicle 

and mileage. 

 

Please remember that we are required to call Bureau of 

Motor Vehicle to get the MSRP on any used campers. 

They are only open from 9:00 through 12:00 for us to 

get this information. 

 

The Town Office is closed June 9th for Voting. 

The Town Office is also closed June 24th, 25th, and 26th.  

Please plan your activities accordingly. 

 

FRANKLIN CEMETERIES 

If we missed your loved one with a Veterans Grave 

Marker and Flag, please let us know at the Town Office. 

 

GOT NEWS??? 

Send us info about coming events.  

Newsletter@franklinme.org   

 

 

mailto:Newsletter@franklinme.org
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 COMMUNITY CENTER TRUSTEES 

In addition to “sprucing up” for the spring summer 

season, with paint on entry doors and yard clean up, the 

load of certified chips were delivered and spread on the 

playground.  It is recommended this be done yearly, to 

maintain a depth of the chips for the safety of the 

community children who enjoy the playground.  After a 

winter of snow and ice and last year’s use of the area, 

the chips were compacted and spread out.  We all are 

looking forward to seeing families playing on the 

playground. 

The Trustees are working on identifying issues that will 

be addressed in the future.  The goal being to maintain 

the building to be an available and welcoming space for 

community use. 

Reminder, the meeting room can be available for use. 

Call the office for information for use and to reserve a 

date if interested. 

 

ELECTIONS AND VOTING INFORMATION 

Franklin Community Center –  

Out back in the Meeting Room! 

 

  State Primary – June 9th – 8 am to 8 pm 

  RSU #24 Budget 

 

We will try to make this a smooth as possible – drive 

around to the back doors (Meeting Room).  Patience 

will be the order of the day.  We have only one voting 

machine that every ballot must be processed through to 

be counted.  We have 8 ‘booths’, therefore we limit the 

number of voters in the room to 8ish.   

 

If you need to register to vote, please bring with you a 

valid driver’s license, proof of residency ------ and park 

over to the left side of the building – walk up to the 

back doors.  It takes a little bit of time to verify and 

register a new voter.  Again Patience, please. 

 

If you need to change your party, you must do that by 

May 26, 2026 and still be eligible to vote in your new 

chosen party. 

 

If you wish to register before the election, please come 

to the Town Office with proper identification and proof 

of residency. 

 

Absentee Ballots Requests are available until Close Of 

Business (COB) June 4th.  Absentee Ballots must be 

received at the polls by 8:00 pm, June 9th 

 

FRENCHMAN BAY REGIONAL SHELLFISH 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

Recreational Licenses allow you to dig a peck of 

softshell clams – residents fee $25, non-residents $50. 

Licenses expire June 30 of each year. 

Commercial Licenses are available June 15th for 

Residents of the seven municipalities. 

 

FRANKLIN COMMUNITY TABLE 

AND FRANKLIN METHODIST CHURCH 

The Methodist Church and Community Table Beans & 

Doggies supper dates are  --  June 20, July 18, August 

15, and September 19.  All are on the third Saturday of 

the month and held at the Methodist Church. 

FRANKLIN SCHOODIC HALL 

Our future is bright! 

Get it – the new paint job around the window.   

Phase 2 fundraising goal of $75,000 – Reached and 

more!.   

Upward and Onward – The building will be up in the air 

soon.  New foundation and ground work will be 

happening this summer 

Well, we do not rest – Phase 3 fundraising has begun.  

Phase 3 is new roof, windows, doors, and back side. 

Thank you, Franklin, for helping move this important 

community project forward. 

 

Late breaking news – The Franklin Schoodic Hall just 

received a $10,000 Grant from Maine Community 

Foundation.  Thank you very much. 

 

FRANKLIN AREA FARM STANDS 

Planning on a farm stand this year – let us know and we 

will list your information.  Tell a little about yourself 

and your products. 

 

Garen’s Greens and Schoodic Hollow Farm 

  Franklin Historical Society Parking Lot - Hog Bay.    

  Open On or around May first to November or when  

  Produce runs out.  Open Dawn to dusk daily with  

  plants, vegetables and flowers  

 

Farm and Flour – 30 Donnell Pond Road 

  Breads, Scones, Eggs, Firewood.  Changes every day. 

 

Schoodic Vista – Donnell Pond Road right before the 

bridge.  Greens, flowers, veggies, herbs.  Come see 

what we have for you this year. 

 

FRANKLIN COMMUNITY TABLE 

The Franklin Community Table, located in the Vestry at 

the Methodist Church, is OPEN.  We have totes at the 

Franklin Trading Post, Franklin Town Office, and the 

Franklin Baptist Church. 

  Wednesday from 2:00-4:00 pm and  

  Saturday from 8:00-10:00 am.  

 

Congratulations to all the winners in the Prize a Day in 

the Month of May Raffles.  Thank you for all the 

support with the purchase of tickets and the donations 

of the prizes. 

 

FRANKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Fire Department Meetings – second Tuesday every 

month at 7pm at the Fire House.  Stop by to chat, listen, 

learn, and maybe join. 

 

August 16 – Annual Breakfast 6:30am – 10:00 am 

 

FRANKLIN WATER DEPARTMENT 

Call before you dig! 

If you are in the Franklin Water District (Cards Crossing 

to Grist Mill) call the office BEFORE digging in your 

yard.  You are responsible for the cost of repairing any 

and all damage. 

 

Water bills are due now.   
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 FRIENDS OF TAUNTON BAY 

 

FRANKLIN LIBRARY 

 

July 1, 6:00 pm Open House with a book launch from 

Franklin summer resident, Rebecca Rule. 

Come celebrate our amazing new space and meet the 

author of “Who Loves Blueberries?  “Many fun 

activities planned for families and blueberry pie! 

 

July 1st - August 19th  Story Time 

  Every Wednesday at 10:00. 

  Wednesday July 15, A special story time with Franklin    

  Author, Rebecca Rule. 

 

July 22, 6:30-8 pm   Book discussion of A Midwife’s 

Tale -The diary of Martha Ballard.   

  Look for the sign up sheet soon. 

 

August 13, 7:00 pm “What Martha Wore” a look into 

the clothing and fabrics mentioned in “A Midwife’s Tale 

- The Life of Martha Ballard Based on her Diary, 1785-

1812. with special guest from Maine State Library, Kelli 

Burnham 

Library Hours– Wednesday 12pm – 3pm, Thursday 10am – 

1pm, Friday 3pm – 6pm, and Saturday 10am – 1:00pm. 

 

 

                 

2ND
 ANNUAL FRANKLIN 

HORSESHOE CRAB RUN, WALK, OR CRAWL RACE 
 

SUNDAY – JULY 19TH – START 8:00 AM 
 

Register On-Line at RUNSIGNUP 

Bib Pickup on Saturday, July 18th at the Franklin Community Center 3-5pm 

Walkers must be able to finish the course in 1.5 hours. 

 

Once registered, you will receive at Bib Pickup a ‘Swag Bag’ which includes the bag,  

t-shirt, finisher medal, pen, $5 coupon towards Sundays breakfast, and anything else we dig up! 

 

Sponsors, so far, are –    Still plenty of time to be a Sponsor 

 

MARATHON RUNNER   PACER 

Harbor Construction   Garens Greens 

M&T Trucking    Evelyn Dolan 

Union River Art & Frame  The Neil Bunker Family 

Anonyomous    Hog Bay Pottery 
Race Route – Franklin Community Center, right onto Main Street (182), right onto Hog Bay Road (200), left onto Cards 

Crossing, Up the Hill, Turn Around, right onto the Downeast Sunrise Trail, left Blackswoods Road/Railroad Station 

Area (182) stay left, Main Street, left into Community Center, Finish Line! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DATE EVENT TIME LOCATION 

May 25 Memorial Day Service 10:00 am Monument Square 

June 3 Franklin Transfer Station – Open on Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm Transfer Station 

June 8, 22 Selectboard Meeting 6:00 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 8 Budget Committee Meeting 6:00 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 9 State Primaries – Election/Voting 8:00 am – 8:00 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 9  Town Office – Closed   

June 11 Franklin Comp Plan Committee Meeting 6:30 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 14 FBR Shellfish Committee Meeting 3:00 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 15 Franklin Community Events Committee (FCEC) 5:30 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 17 FBR Municipal Joint Board Meeting 5:30 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 17 Franklin Historical Society – Open House and   

   Trivia Night 

7:00 pm FHS – Hog Bay 

June 20 Bean Supper 5:00 – 6:30 pm Methodist Church 

June 22  June Special Town Meeting 6:00 pm CC Meeting Room 

June 24-25-26 Town Office -- Closed   

July 1 Franklin Library – Open House & Book Launch 6:00 pm Franklin Library 

July 4 Independence Day   

July 8 Franklin Historical Society Event – HC Jail 7:00 pm FHS – Hog Bay 

July 9 Franklin Comp Plan Committee Meeting 6:30 pm CC Meeting Room 

July 9 Friends of Taunton Bay – All About Clams 7:00 pm Gordon’s Wharf 

July 13, 27 Selectboard Meeting 6:00 pm CC Meeting Room 

July 14 Franklin Community Events Committee (FCEC) 5:30 pm CC Meeting Room 

July 16 Friends of Taunton Bay – Life of Elvers 7:00 pm Gordon’s Wharf 

July 18 Bean Supper 5:00 – 6:30 pm Methodist Church 

July 18 Franklin Horseshoe Crab Festival Weekend   

July 18 Annual Town Wide Yard Sale  Franklin Yards 

July 18 Food Trucks in Franklin 4:30 pm Community Center Yard 

July 18 Chris Ross, Musician 6:30- 8:30 pm CC Lawn 

July 18 Fire-A-Glow  CC Lawn 

July 19 Breakfast Bowls by Community Table 7:30 – 10:00 am CC 

July 19 Horseshoe Crab 5K Race Crawl 8:00 am Start Community Center 

July 22 Franklin Library – Book Discussion 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm Franklin Library 

July 23 Friends of Taunton Bay – Alewives 7:00 pm Gordon’s Wharf 

August 10, 24  Selectboard Meeting 6:00 pm CC Meeting Room 

    

August 12 Franklin Historical Society Event, Singing Bridge 7:00 pm FHS – Hog Bay 

August 13 Franklin Library – “What Martha Wore” 7:00 pm Franklin Library 

August 15-16 August In Town - Events   

August 15 Bean Supper 5:00 – 6:30 pm Methodist Church 

August 16 Franklin Fire Dept Breakfast 6:30 – 10:00 am Fire House 

August 17 Franklin Community Events Committee (FCEC) 5:30 pm CC Meeting Room 

September 9 Franklin Historical Society Event, CrackerBarrel 7:00 pm FHS – Hog Bay 

September 12 Franklin Fall Har-Fest  Community Center 
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